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We learn from the first Beatitude which said: “Blessed are the poor because the kingdom of
God is theirs.” God chose for His Son to be born in a poor manger, not in a royal palace. He
wanted His Son to experience the lowliest situation of human life. Because Jesus was born in
such poor conditions, only the poor shepherds could recognize and sympathize because the
child was in their same situation. Moreover, the poor are those who put their trust in God, not
in themselves or in any power; therefore, they were more ready to welcome the Christmas
Good New. The song of the heavenly-host praising God-and saying, “Glory to God in the
highest and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” also confirms this explanation.
God has compassion and cares for the poor. |
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The message of Christmas is this: God h'asyl )ecome man to save us from our sins. The joy
of Christmas is not for a day or a season. It is an eternal joy, a joy that no one can take from
us because it is the joy of Jesus Christ himself made present in our hearts through the Holy
Spirit who dwells within us (Romans 5 :2-5).
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May the joy and peace of the Lord always be with you and your family. May you and your
families live in the Peace of Jesus Christ. Merry Christmas! May Jesus be with you today and
always.

| would like to thank everyone for your generosity, contributions, and outstanding support
with our Shrine activities in the month of November. We have received donations from
our parishioners, members, friends and benefactors of the Shrine from Oklahoma and
other states to purchase and plant 33 trees (red maple, Japanese maple, sycamore, oaks,
magnolia, and pine trees). The trees are in memory of the souls of the faithfully departed from
our families. | would also like to thank theaolunteers.from our parish and from Oklahoma City
who devoted their time and skills to_help with the planting,activities.

We will continue acceptingidonations for additional trees to plant around the church as
well as for the paver bricks in Mary’s:Garden. The Shriné looks green and beautiful, and we
give praise to the Lord for'His blessings and graces He has been granting us. Please kindly
consider volunteering and offering your time and skills, so that.we can continue with new
revival and renewal projects at the Shrine in the months to come.

We continue our tradition of the Christmas Bell Tree at the Shrine. Please call the office
(405-567-3080), stop by in person or email (infantofpragueshrine@gmail.com) to submit
the names of your loved ones (living and/or deceased). Each of them will be represented
with a bell at our parish Christmas tree, and they will also be remembered at our daily Mass
throughout Advent and Christmas season and during our novena prayers to the Infant Jesus
of Prague.

Please remember to come to confession during Advent to receive the Lord at Christmas
with a pure soul and in the state of grace.

We wish the Christmas:Good:New:shall liberate our family from the darkness of death and
lead us to the area of light, peace and joy. There is only one gift at Christmas, and that giftis
Jesus.

Sincerely in Christ,

Father Christopher Hai Tran, Rector
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In the joy of celebrating Christmas
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PLEASE CALL FOR A PAVER FORM AND WE
WILL MAIL YOU ONE. THANK YOU
If you have questions or comments about
this publication, please address them to:
PO Box 488
Prague, OK 74864
Phone: 405-567-3080
Fax: 405-567-0364
E-mail: infantofpragueshrine@gmail.com




